From film monochrome negative to digital print - - - - - -





the easiest, simplest way without scanning

First of all ensure that you can photograph your negative against an evenly lit light source, ideally on a light box.

Fill the frame in order to get the best results using the highest resolution possible with your equipment.  Under these conditions you may get the best exposure by setting the camera on programme (P), ideally stop down to f11 or even f16 using aperture priority to ensure that at close range your depth of field is enough to cover the full area of the negative. Take the photograph.
Download the image onto your editing programme, you can carry out the functions using the majority of programmes including Photoshop, Elements, Limited Edition, Paint Shop, Serif Photo Plus etc.

Go to Filter/Adjustment and mouse click on Invert.  You now have a positive image.

Go to Image/Mode/ Greyscale   Click on yes when asked if you wish to remove all colour.
Despite some differing comments Greyscale (in photoshop) does produce a full range of monochrome tones from black to white.

Go to Enhance and click on Lighting/Levels, move left slider to the right until it reaches the           histogram, move the right slider to the left until it reaches the histogram, use the centre slider to control image density.
You may now make any further image improvements.
Go to Image/Image resize and resize the image to your requirements, set resolution to 360

Go to Filter/Sharpen select Unsharp Mask and set first line at 20, second line at 150 and third line at 0.


Use these settings only for monochrome prints.
You are now ready to print your image.

NB. You will find that in some versions of the software Greyscale and Unsharp Mask will be found under different headings.

When you have made your print, if the result is not truly monochrome (black and white), you may have a colour cast, this is a matter concerning the printer and is most unlikely to have any link to the editing procedures you have followed.
Having completed over 300 conversions from mono negative to mono print I can recommend this simple procedure.





Happy Printing, 








Eric
